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natural, but in the earliest times of which we have any
knowledge their distribution was limited to Egypt, Southern
and Eastern Asia, Polynesia, and Middle America. They
seem to have been first introduced into Europe, that is to
say Greece, from Egypt about 800 B.C., but did not reach
Western Europe till they were brought by the Romans. They
seem never to have been known in Negro Africa, or in
Northern or Central Asia. Their early distribution, in
other words, is within the area of mummification (see
p, 136) and the art is probably connected with that practice.
Pyramids have a similar distribution.

We shall presently consider some more specific resem-
blance between the religious beliefs of Middle America and
those of Eastern Asia, but I would first give a few examples
of simpler culture parallels on both sides of the Pacific.

Pyro-scapulimancy is the name given to a curious method
of divination which consists in scorching the shoulder-blades
of animals and prognosticating in accordance with the pat-
terns thus formed. I have no doubt that many who have
never heard of the practice will nevertheless, when they
learn that it is found on both sides of the Pacific, maintain
that it is the kind of thing which would occur naturally to
any one. That, however, is not the view of Mr. J. M.
Cooper, who tells us (Essays to Kroeber, p. 40) that 'one
important point has emerged from the newer evidence,
namely, the genetic link between Asiatic and American
scapiiUmancy.*

Wissler, as we saw above, holds that wooden slat armour
was brought across the Bering Strait by the original immi-
grants. In America, however, it is confined to a small area
on the North Pacific coast. Had it come across as Wissler
suggests, its distribution would almost certainly be wider.
In California also is found, as we have seen, the Mongolian
arrow-release, and there is another custom found there which
is otherwise peculiar to China, namely* that bv which two